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Other Material Available 
from the Commission 


1. The Mandate, Royal Commission on 
Aboriginal Peoples, Background Documents 
(August 1991) 


2. The Right of Aboriginal Self-Government and 
the Constitution: A Commentary 
(February 1992) 


3. Intervenor Participation Program Guidelines 
(March 1992) 


4. Video, Forging a New Relationship 
(November 1991), available only to groups 


5. RCAP Newsletter, The Circle 

6. Terms of Reference (pamphlet) 

7. Speeches by Co-Chairs Erasmus and Dussault — 
Official Launch of the Public Hearings, 
Winnipeg, April 21, 1992 

8. Poster — “A Time to Talk - A Time to Listen” 


9. Framing the Issues — Discussion Paper No.1 
(October 1992) 


10. Video, Framing the Issues 
(October 1992), available only to groups 


11. Overview of the First Round by Michael Cassidy 
(October 1992) 


Time for Dialogue 


Framing the Issues 
for Round 2 


After listening to some 850 individuals 

” and groups in 36 communities across 
Canada in our first round of public hear- 
ings, the Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples is now ready for Round 2, beginning 
October 27, 1992. 


Round 2 is the dialogue phase of our hearings. 
During Round 1 we heard powerful and moving 
testimony from many Canadians, but especially 
from Aboriginal people about the problems fac- 
ing their communities and their hopes and aspira- 
tions for the future. As we listened to evidence of 
discrimination, paternalism and deception, it was 
clear that the anger and frustration expressed are 
symptomatic of a more fundamental problem — 

a problem in the basic relationship between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people in Canada. 


It is this relationship that the Commission will 
address in Round 2. How can we rebuild the rela- 
tionship? Upon what principles and values should 
it rest? How will the lives of Aboriginal and non- 
Aboriginal people change as a result? In the 
remainder of this booklet we outline the key 
themes we heard in Round 1 and pose some of 
the questions to be addressed in Round 2. Our 
goal is to stimulate a fresh and enlightened dia- 
logue leading to practical recommendations that 
are broadly acceptable to all Canadians. 


Fundamental Questions 


Aboriginal people want to become more 
autonomous and self-sufficient. Like most 
Canadians, Aboriginal people also want more 
and better programs from governments. 


@ How will Aboriginal self-government lead to 
political and economic self-sufficiency? 


@ What programs and services will continue to 
be offered to Aboriginal people by federal and 


provincial governments? 


Aboriginal people want to retain their identi- 
ty, language and culture, and many wish to 
continue to live on the land. Others want to 
compete in the wage economy. 


© How can a strong sense of Aboriginal identity 
be maintained in a changing environment? 


Improving life conditions in Aboriginal com- 
munities means facing up to poverty, family 
violence, and substance abuse. 


@ How can the efforts of Aboriginal people to 
achieve individual and community healing be rec- 
ognized, supported and extended? 


Rebuilding the 
Relationship 


Among the principles suggested as the foun- 
dation for a new relationship between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people in 
Canada are autonomy, self-sufficiency, cultur- 
al development and reciprocity. 


@ Are these principles a useful basis for dialogue? 
Should other values or principles be added? What 
would they mean in practice? 


@ What institutions and structures might be 
adapted or created to put this new relationship in 
place? 


@ What can individuals do to confront racist 
attitudes and build a new relationship based on 
justice and mutual respect? 


@ What are the responsibilities of institutions 
such as school boards, churches, business and 
professional groups, and the media? 


© As a result of government policy, groups of 
Aboriginal people such as the High Arctic Exiles 
have been relocated, causing hardship. What 
actions should be taken to redress these injustices 
and by whom? 


Aboriginal Government 


Many witnesses before the Commission 
spoke of self-government as a vehicle to 
restore Aboriginal identities and cultures, 
to heal communities, and to revitalize 
traditional governing structures. 


© Over what will Aboriginal governments 
exercise power — education, language, resources, 
environment, taxation, trade, criminal law? Other 
areas? 


@ To whom will Aboriginal governments be 
accountable, and for what? 


@ How will Aboriginal women’s concerns about 
adequate representation be addressed? 


@ How will Aboriginal governments be financed? 


Justice 


Opinion is divided on the complex issue of 
whether Aboriginal concerns can be accom- 
modated within the current justice system or 
whether a parallel Aboriginal-controlled 
justice system is needed. 


© Ifa separate Aboriginal justice system (or 
systems) is needed, over what areas of law would 
they exercise jurisdiction? Would they have juris- 
diction over a certain territory? Over non- 
Aboriginal people within that territory? 


Urban Issues 


The urban Aboriginal population is large and 
growing. Witnesses agreed that Aboriginal 
control of public services to Aboriginal people 
in urban centres is effective and should be 
expanded. 


@ What forms might Aboriginal self-government 
take in Canadian cities? How would they be 
financed? What linkages would there be to exist- 
ing municipal structures? 


© Are separate governments and institutions 
required for Métis people, Inuit and each First 
Nation, or should Aboriginal institutions serve all 
without distinction? 


Health 


Testimony before the Commission empha- 
sized the need to sustain identity by ensuring 
that Aboriginal culture is reflected in institu- 
tions such as health services that serve people’s 
daily needs. 


@ How can traditional health practices be 
incorporated in the modern health system? 


@ What organizational framework is required to 
co-ordinate Aboriginal health services locally and 
regionally? 


Treaties, Land and 
Resources, Economy 


Witnesses told us that treaties are sacred and 
living agreements, to be honoured in spirit 
and intent, and to be interpreted in light of 
today’s realities. 


@ What methods can we devise to resolve 
disputes about the interpretation of treaties that 
meet the concerns of both Aboriginal people and 
Canadian governments? 


@ What is the relationship between treaties and 
self-government? 


@ Will political and economic self-sufficiency 
require more land and resources under the con- 
trol of Aboriginal people? If so, are Canadians 
willing to ensure that Aboriginal people achieve 
this? 


@ Are Canadians willing to support traditional 
Aboriginal economic pursuits, such as trapping 
and hunting, as they now support the grain, dairy 
and mining industries? 


© To what extent must social problems be 
resolved before economic development can 
proceed? 


Education, Language 
and Culture 


Cultural development was a continuing theme 
throughout Round 1. Aboriginal people 
voiced the consistent hope and expectation 
that a re-valuing of their culture can provide 
the basis for institutions and services within 
their communities, as well as the foundation 
for a new or renewed relationship with other 
Canadians. 


@ What are the goals of Aboriginal peoples with 
respect to Aboriginal language education? How 
do these goals differ from region to region? What 
changes in education policy and practice are 
required to reach these goals? 


@ How can formal and informal education 
processes involve elders and help to pass on to 
youth the wisdom of oral Aboriginal cultures? 


@ What kind of education system is needed to 
prepare Aboriginal youth for participation in 
either the traditional or the wage economy? 


@ How can equitable educational opportunities 
be extended to students in remote and northern 
communities? 


@ What place should Aboriginal cultures, 
languages and history have in the education of all 
Canadian students? 


How to Participate 


in Round 2 


The questions posed in this booklet are 
just a brief sampling of the kinds of issues 
the Commission is interested in hearing 
Ae during Round 2, which is devoted to look- 
ing for solutions. The Goce invites 
Canadians to participate in this process of dia- 
logue — reflect on these questions, frame your 
own questions based on your experiences and cir- 
cumstances, and communicate your views to the 
Commission. 


Commissioners want to hear from both 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people. If recon- 
ciliation is to be achieved and a new relationship 
built, the full engagement of both groups is 
essential. 


For more information about Round 2 of our 
hearings, or to make a presentation, please con- 
tact the Commission at the address or telephone 
numbers below. 


How to Reach the Commission 


Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples 
P.O. Box 1993, Station B 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1B2 


Telephone: (613) 943-2075 
Facsimile: (613) 943-0304 


Toll-Free: 
1-800-387-2148 (Cree, Inuktitut, Ojibway) 
1-800-363-8235 (English, French, Chipewyan) 
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